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SUBJECT: Bicycle Lanes on Jefferson St 

2016 Downtown Boise Implementation Plan 

Jefferson St, 16
th

 St to 1
st
 St 

HB312 Project 

ACHD Project No. 516022 

Work Session Item: July 13, 2016 
 

 

Executive Summary 

The Commission requested information regarding the bicycle lanes on sections of Jefferson St between 

16
th

 St and 1
st
 St.  This portion of Jefferson St constitutes the 2016 Downtown Boise Implementation 

Plan (DBIP), a HB312 project. Staff recommends changing the current design to add sharrows, instead 

of bicycle lanes, on both sides of Jefferson St between 16
th

 St to 13
th

 St and between 4
th

 St to 1
st
 St. 

Doing this will reduce the on-street parking loss to the sections between Capitol Blvd to 6
th

 St on both 

sides of Jefferson St, and between 6
th

 St to 5
th

 St on the north side. 

 

Background Facts  
Jefferson St, 16

th
 St to 1

st
 St, was designed in accordance with the five-year DBIP, which was approved 

by the Commission in August 2013. This DBIP project will rehabilitate the pavement, convert this long 

segment of Jefferson St to a two-way street, and, in accordance with DBIP’s overall design, will become 

the preferred route for new east-west bicycle lanes in Boise.    

 

As currently designed, adding a bicycle lane on both sides of Jefferson St would remove on-street 

parking on the north side between 16
th

 St to 13
th

 St, 8
th

 St to 5
th

 St, and 4
th

 St to 1
st
 St, and on the south 

side between Capitol Blvd to 6
th

 St.  With the current design, about 100 parking spaces would be lost.  

Between 13
th

 St to 8
th

 St and between 5
th

 St to 4
th

 St in the current design, on-street parking remains on 

both sides of Jefferson St, with bicycle lanes added. 

 

In order to retain most of the parking on Jefferson St between 16
th

 St to 13
th

 St, 8
th

 St to 5
th

 St, and 4
th

 St 

to 1
st
 St, the current design could be altered to add sharrows to the motor vehicle travel lanes. ACHD 

Traffic Engineering agrees that this is an acceptable bicycle route treatment where parking is the 

priority.   

 

Fiscal Implications 
Overall, the cost to change pavement marking is very small.  The current construction contract amount 

for this project is $1,255,362.86. The total amount for pavement markings (paint and thermoplastic) is 

about $72,000, 5.8% of the contract amount. Much of the cost for pavement markings, about $67,000, is 

for thermoplastic, and most of the thermoplastic will be at the intersections.  The intersections would not 

Programmed Expenditures:  
FY16 Budget & IFYWP 2016-2020  

Prof Services ‐ DSN $248,000 FY16 

Right-of-Way $0 - 

Construction $1,400,000 FY16 

Construction Eng $15,000 FY17 

Traffic Materials $110,000 FY17 

Utilities $5,000 FY16 

Total $1,778,000  
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be affected by any bicycle lane or on-street parking changes. The cost for a sharrow is very similar to the 

cost of a bicycle lane symbol.   

 

Policy Implications 
The project was approved by the ACHD Commission as part of the FY16 budget and the 2016-2020 

Integrated Five Year Work Plan, adopted October 28, 2015.  

 

Schedule Implications 
Pavement marking changes prior to September 2016 should not affect the scheduled substantial 

completion date for this project, which is in November 2016. 

 

Alternatives 
1) Alter the current pavement marking design of this project at minimal additional cost. 

2) Do not make any changes to the current pavement marking design of this project.  

 

Recommendation 

Staff recommends Alternative 1: Alter the current pavement marking design of this project at minimal 

additional cost. 

 

Choosing this alternative would involve changing the current design to add sharrows, instead of bicycle 

lanes, on both sides of Jefferson St between 16
th

 St to 13
th

 St and between 4
th

 St to 1
st
 St, reducing the 

on-street parking loss to the sections between Capitol Blvd to 6
th

 St on both sides of Jefferson St, and 

between 6
th

 St to 5
th

 St on the north side. 

 

 

cc: Project File 

 Christine Race-Tannler 

  
 


